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period of recreation is inserted into the time-table of
work. During the intervals, rich dinners are prepared
and visits among relatives take place.

Men will use this pause to enjoy themselves in the
teashops. Teashops are in the town. They bring
together the people from different villages. Business
bargainings, marital negotiations and arbitration of
disputes take place. But they are, primarily, men's
clubs. Only occasionally some women will appear
with their men in the shop. Women spend their
intervals of work in visiting relatives, especially their
o^n parents and brothers. Most of the children go
with their mothers.

The evening gathering of the domestic group, the
gatherings in the teashops and frequent visiting
among relatives during the rest periods are informal
and not obligatory. In this respect, they are different
from the festivals and formal communal gatherings.
The time-table for social activities, given in Chapter IX,
summarizes all the occasions of festivals in relation to
other chronological activities.

It is fairly clear that festivals come always in between
periods of industrial activity. The " New Year,"
celebrated in February by fifteen days for rejoicing
and obligatory visiting of relatives, comes at a time of
few agricultural activities. Wedding ceremonies also
come in that period, which is regarded as a proper
time for marriage. Shortly before the active period in
the silk industry, is the festival of Ch'ing Ming for
ancestral worship and visiting tombs. At the third
exuviae of silkworms, a rejoicing feast is prepared at
Li Hsia. After the silk reeling work and before the
transplantation of young shoots of the rice to the main
field, the festival of Tuan Yang comes in. Full moon